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Preface

The idea to write a book on Membership in International Organizations came to me
when I worked on the book Funds for Development: Multilateral Channels of
Concessional Financing (2011), of which I am the editor and main contributor.
While working on that book, I analyzed in detail the membership frameworks of
international financial institutions. At the time, I noticed many issues regarding the
traditional concept of membership that, in my view, required amplification and
revision.

While traditional concepts of membership are still relevant for international
organizations with treaty foundation, they do not take into sufficient account the
evolution of public international law and the emergence of new paradigms of
organizational structures and institutional frameworks, not established by a treaty,
and with membership structures which do not only, or predominantly, comprise
states as members, or those without any formal membership structures. Considering
these new paradigms, a wider definition of international organization and subject of
international law is warranted.

It is also necessary for international organizations to open themselves to the
outside by promoting institutionalized participation of a wide range of transnational
actors. International organizations should become open and multi-level and
multi-actor institutions that give a voice to a wide variety of stakeholders, which
may include, in addition to states, sub-state actors, technical government agencies
and regulatory agencies, private sector entities, and philanthropy and civil society.

This book, which is based on a doctoral thesis submitted at Hamburg University,
seeks to address these issues in a holistic manner by highlighting the many links
that exist between membership and concepts such as constitution and constitu-
tionalization, subject of international law and international legal personality, as well
as with organizations’ institutional, capital and governance structures, representa-
tion arrangements and operational and funding modalities, and with the very
concepts of “intergovernmental organization” and “international organization”.

Vienna, Austria Gerd Droesse
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